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any degree of certainty. Its earliest historical king is Srutavarman
who founded a royal family, but we do not know the name of any
other member except his son Sreshthavarman. " Kambuja was
originally a vassal state of Fu-nan, but Srutavarman or one of his
successors threw off the yoke of Fu-nan and established the indepen-
dence of Kambuja. Sreshthapura, the capital of the kingdom,
probably named after the second king, was in the immediate
neighbourhood of Vat Phu Hill near Bassac in Laos. On the
summit of this hill, then called Lingaparvata, was a temple of
Bhadresvara Siva, the tutelary deity of the royal family.

The dynasty of Srutavarman was followed by that of Bhava-
varman who was probably connected with the royal families of both
Kambuja and Fu-nan.   Bhavavarman became king about the middle
of the sixth century AJD. and set up a new capital Bhavapura.
Like kings of Fu-nan he claimed descent from Kaundinya, rather
than from Kambu.   He was a great  conqueror and  considerably
increased the power and extent of the kingdom of Kambuja.   His
brother Chitrasena, who  assumed the name Mahendravarman on
ascending the throne, succeeded either Bhavavarman, or the latter's
son who had a short reign.   Mahendravarman led many military
expeditions against the king of Fu-nan who was either Rudravarman,
mentioned above, or one of his successors.   Unable to resist the
growing power of Kambuja the king of Fu-nan fled to the south and
ruled over a petty state from a new capital city.   Mahendravarman,
who thus conquered nearly the whole of the ancient kingdom of
Pu-nan, died some time before 616 AJD. and was succeeded by his
son Isanavarman (or Isanasena).   The new king continued the war
against Fu-nan and finally subjugated it, probably about 680 AJD.
His kingdom comprised the whole of Cambodia and Cochin-China,
and also the valley of the Mun river to the north of the Dangrek
mountains.   He transferred the capital to a new city called after
him lianapura which may be identified with Sambor Prei Kuk.
Kanavarman sent an embassy to China in 616 or 617 A.D., and had
afao probably  diplomatic relations with India.   His name  is ajso
intimately  associated  with   the   kingdom   of   Champa.   As  noted
afooTe (p. 104) Champa was then passing through a series of palace
revolutions and political intrigues, and the Kambuja kings, specially
Mahendravarnaan   and  Isanavarman,  took  an   active  part  in  its
affairs,   Mahendravarman   sent   an   ambassador   to   Champsa,  and
Isanavarman's daughter Sri Sarvam was married to
Some time before 657 A.D,   Prafcasadharma, son of SarvanT,

feibg <of  Champa garid  restored  order  and   tranquility.   The
(fate of Isanavarmau is 6S?7 A.D.                                !
next twp kings of Kambuja known to  us axe